
CLERK’S BRIEFING NOTES – January 2022 (19/01/22) 
Prepared by S.Potts (Clerk) covering the period of devolved powers to 
the clerk from 24th November. 
 
An interview took place for the vacant position of Park Warden, an appointment was made 
and the new Park Warden commenced work on 3rd January. A handover and introduction 
session took place with the retiring park warden. A contract of employment has been issued. 
 
JWH Grass Cutting contractors delivered a bottle of wine for the attention of the Parish 
Council over the Christmas period. The wine will be given to the retiring park warden as a 
token of gratitude for his service. 
 
Lloyds TSB debit card was applied for and has been received.  

 
Bike Racks – re the fitting of the final two bike racks. Notification was received by SCC that the 
location next to the phone box is unsuitable for the bike racks due to underground services. A 
site visit took place with Cllr Taylor, myself and Cllr. Winnington and Diane Firkins from SCC 
and another spot was chosen alongside the bench on the corner of the Church Eaton Road. 
This site has now received approval from SCC. The two bike racks were the type to go into a 
hard surface and have had to be exchanged for the type which can be concreted in. The 
existing racks have been collected and we await delivery of the two new racks. 

 
Following the November council meeting and the relaying of Council’s decision regarding a 
complaint to the complainant, a large volume of email correspondence was received from the 
complainant. Clerk considered the correspondence to be vexatious and asked the complainant 
to desist in this correspondence. A reply was forthcoming but no further correspondence has 
been received on the matter of the complaint. 

 
Compost bins for all initiative – Clerk took along a compost bin to the Garden Guild meeting on 
17th January and explained how the scheme works. 

 
Issues reported to Borough or County Council during the months of devolved powers to clerk 
were:  

i. Pavement subsidence or cracking on corner of Brazenhill Lane, AMEY has been 
out and inspected this and will keep a watching brief. 

ii. Loose BT grid covers on pavement on corner of entrance to shops, inspector has 
been  out and marked up the grids. 

iii. Dale Lane flooding – reported to clerk by resident and assistance given to report 
to SCC. AMEY inspectors have visited and flagged one aspect as urgent and 
another as non-urgent. 



iv. Hanging branch on tree reported alongside A518 – reported to clerk by resident. 
Advised resident to report direct to SCC but clerk reported too.  

v. Tree debris on Watery Lane reported by resident, inspector visited, no action 
required. 

vi. Two dead trees on Brazenhill Lane just below the graveyard were reported in 
December following high winds as several branches had fallen. Tree surgeons 
from SCC were sent out and both trees have been felled. 
 

Cllr Sunley has changed the defibrillator pads which were approaching their expiry date. The 
old defibrillator pads were donated to Gnosall First Responders for training purposes and 
delivered by Cllr Sunley. 
 
Parish Council notice board – during the heavy rains in November the notice board developed 
a few leaks. Advice was taken and clerk was advised that it would need some major work to 
get it water tight. The new Park Warden has advanced carpentry skills so he was asked to take 
a look. A temporary fix has been carried out by the Park Warden which has improved the 
situation no end, in the drier summer months a full overhaul will be required. 
 
A number of emails from residents were dealt with over the period, these included a 
complaint about the Christmas lights, a request for an update on the A518 speeding situation 
following on from the Parish meeting and a drainage issue in Ash Drive which is a Stafford and 
Rural Homes matter. An email was received from a resident putting the Parish Council in touch 
with a volunteer who wishes to assist with PROW, contact was made with the volunteer who 
also had a meeting with Paul Rochfort (SCC) on 14th January about a footpath in the area which 
had been moved without permission. An email was also received from Royal British Legion 
thanking the Parish Council for their donation. 

 

 END 


